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Visit to Stoney Cove Sunday 21 November 2004

It had been a nice bright autumn day and we all congregated for a Gulp meeting at The Artful Dodger public house.  After several discussions (obviously about diving), somebody, I think it was either John or Paul suggested a day trip to Stoney Cove.  All of those present thought this was a great idea as we could do some training for those who needed it as well as some recreational diving.  It would also give Debbie and Andy the opportunity to see what it was like to dive in clear water, having previously dived mainly in Gildenburgh. The date was set for Sunday 21 November 2004.

We agreed to meet at Paul’s ready to leave at 6am.  It must have been the coldest, darkest morning of the year so far but John, Carol, Mick, Debbie and Andy all arrived on time(ish) and off we went in the ‘Gulp-mobile’ with Paul at the wheel.  During the 2 hour journey, we all commented at some time or another how mad we must all be, especially as the green fields turned white and the misly rain fell on the windscreen.  After a small diversion (or navigational error) we rolled up at the gates of Stoney Cove at 8am, only to be told that the bottom car park was full (that was the reason for leaving at 6am) and that we would have to park in the middle one.

Priorities first, we headed for the loos and the food-hatch.  Suitably refreshed and relieved, we headed back to the ‘gulp-mobile’ meeting up with Emma Faid, Bob Coleman and John Rogers from Cambridge SAC. Mick had arranged that we would meet them as Emma was going to assess him on rescue skills towards his Advanced Diver and John, Carol and Mick would do some instructing for their members.
As the rain whipped around the ‘gulp-mobile’, John went through both his excellently prepared, plan and Mick’s risk assessment for the adventures of the day ahead (well done John).

Time to kit up – brrrrrrrr!

We all trundled heavy-laden down the steep hill. Mick had it easier as he had thought to bring along his ‘Homebase’ collapsible trolley – John seemed to make good use of it too, leaving the rest of us to struggle (thanks John)!

The water looked very uninviting but it was actually warmer in the water than out.

Dive Marshall for the day was John (assistant Mick), with Paul and Debbie assisting in the morning to go towards their Dive Leader and Sports Diver respectively.

Mick went in with Bob for part one of his rescue skills assessment with Emma instructing. This he completed relatively easily – once he’d realized that Bob was not looking at the interesting little crayfish and got on with the rescue. Well done Mick.

Andy and John R went in with Carol instructing with the intention of completing SO5, but unfortunately with a new jacket on Carol ended up observing her students from the surface which ended up with John O running back up the hill (without the trolley) - for more weight.  They descended ok then but after some buoyancy problems their air had diminished so they returned to the surface to try again later. All went swimmingly in the afternoon, which meant that Andy had qualified as a Sports Diver – Well done Andy.

It was time for John, Paul and Debbie to brave the depths with Debbie completing SO1 towards her Sports Diver with John instructing – thanks to Paul for being the casualty. Paul and John then went off for a recreational dive; unknown to Mick they were cooking up a plan with Emma in on the act.

Mick coped well with the rescue, although the casualties and bystanders did their best to catch him out. Paul did manage to achieve this after attempting to stumble away from the scene and tripping up the steps and complaining of an injured knee, which Mick believed as Paul really has got a dodgy knee. “Sod him” said Mick, referring to John O. who was lying quietly in the recovery position, “He’s only acting. This is serious – Paul’s waiting for an operation on that knee!” When Mick realised that Paul was acting he then made it quite clear that the scenario was over and called Paul by several names that cannot be printed here. We all had a good laugh at Mick’s expense although it all ended up okay in the end with Mick getting the ok from Emma – Well done Mick.
Mick and Bob then completed the day with a pleasure-dive to the Stanegarth and then back via the slope and the Viscount.
Summing up in the bar at the end of the day……………………… A GOOD DAY WAS HAD BY ALL.  Thanks go to all instructors, John for his excellent organization of the day and ensuring that the dive conduct on the day impressed the Cambridge divers. Also thanks to Paul for the excellent chauffeur service in the ‘Gulp-mobile’.  

