Red sea 2005

It’s that time of year again when sunshine and warm water diving seems a long way off. But not for 11 Gulp divers who took themselves off to Sharm el Sheikh on 23rd Jan.

After a very early morning, most of us getting picked up by Paul in the Gulp mobile we had a fairly uneventful outward trip arriving in the bar of Ocean club about 6pm local time.

Thanks to Ian we (David, Eric, Andy R, Debbie, Mandy, Scott, Gary S, Steve H, Carol and me, John) were joined by WNSAC members Michelle, Adrian, Chris, Amy, Karen, Simon, and non-diver Amy, and he arranged for us all to be on the same boat, the Seaflower, which made for an excellent weeks diving with good boat crew and two very good guides, Jimmy (alias Golem) and Annette.

Monday could have started no better, diving at Fiddle garden in the morning and later at Far garden, with an encounter with a Manta ray (well for most of us anyway) cruising along the reef. The water was warm and the viz somewhat better than we’re used to.

Tuesday saw us going to Ras Nasrani and Ras Bob, two drift dives on colourful reefs, and we saw a nice blue spotted ray, torpedo ray, puffer fish and lots more.

Wednesday, Dunraven day, a personal favourite of mine. Finned across the top of the wreck from bow to stern, saw a large Napoleon wrasse. After passing the prop we entered the wreck and made our way back towards the bow. On exiting the wreck we saw a turtle swimming along which we went over and had a look at. Moving across to the reef wall we finished the dive with a relaxing exploration of the scenery.

We then saw dolphins on the way to the dive site of Anemone Reef (a scenic dive where we got up close to a large shoal of fusiliers) our third dive on Wednesday was at Ras Mohammed where we saw several torpedo rays along with the usual array of marine life and colourful reef.

On Thursday we did three dives in the Straits of Tiran, Jackson Reef (saw a dolphin in the water with us), the Kormoran but we missed it as we were not dropped in the right place (still managed to get a reef dive out of it though) and Thomas Reef (large turtle up close) an excellent days diving, the highlight being the Dolphin although it didn’t hang around for long.

On Friday the group split with some choosing to dive the Thistlegorm and some staying local to Sharm. Those on the Thistlegorm saw moray and crocodile fish as well as the wreck recently voted the most popular in the world, while those on the local dives (Ras Bob and Ras Ghamila) were visited by another manta ray which played around the boat for a while giving quite a show.

Only a few dived on Saturday, visiting Temple, while the remainder of the group relaxed around the pool (the braver ones taking a cold dip) enjoying the weather which had gotten warmer each day and was by now very nice indeed.

All in all a great week, water temp 22/23c air temp 25+ with a slight chill in the wind early in the week.

Good food (& drink) was enjoyed by all at various establishments during the week, which also included a few white-knuckle taxi rides to Naama Bay.

And of course good company to share the whole experience with.

Here’s looking forward to next year!
